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' THE VENEZUELAN TROUBLE

The Kansas City Journal of the
25 Inst, contained a very woe and
thoughtful editorial upon the p.dncl
pies involved lo the Venezuela dim
culty. Tbet are two considerations,
however, which the Journal failed to
take into account. Whether these
considerations are weighty enough to
to change the judgment from cne side
of the case to the other is another
matter, depending largely upoo the
individual' menial attitude toward
several general propositions.

Io the first place, all of the claims
botb of Germany and England have
arisen since Venezuela and every other
South American State made public
announcement of adberance to the
Calvo doctrine. It matters very lit-

tle .whether the Cdlvo doctrine Is

thought to be ju-.- t or InJuBt, It had
been announced io advance of the
operations upon which the claims are
based. Many Interesting parallels
might be drawn illustrative of the
aaroe moral question. The Calvo doc-

trine Is a no more serious trespass
upon the law of nations than our'
homestead regulations upon the law
of contracts. If tne German bankers
did not like the Calvo doctrine they
did not have to purchase the bonds
A'id as far the claims of the German
citizens who are actually resident in
Vcrezeuli, it would seem wrong to
entorce by arms the application of the
law of nations In a particular in which
that law had been previously disa-

vowed by theLuin republic. These
mutters relate to the rights of prop-

erty; but we once had a contention
and a war with a European nation
Involving the same moral principle In
relation to the rights of persons.
England insisted on applying her nat-

uralization laws to Englishmen res-

ident in this country. She insisted
that "once an Englishman always an
Englishman." We insisted that if sh
did not want us to natuialize tnem,
she ought to keep them at home.

All of England's claims against
Venezuela and a large part of Ger
many's claims are cn account of
private investment losses incident to
recent revolutions in the South
American republic. Just why the in-

vestments of foreigners should be
eiempt from the Incidents of revolu-

tion, fire, flood, or earthquake any
ore than those of citizens Is not

clear, unless we accept the com-

fortable doctrine, now popular in this
country as in tbe .imperialistic mon-

archies of Europe, that, whenever we
find a government which, does not
conduct itself as we think )t should,
It is our moral duty to take It In and
teach It our ways for a consideration.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION. "

Two of the most Important matters
likely to come up before the approach-
ing session of the legislature fn

Missouri relate to the subjects of
wills and deeds. It will be proposed
to alter the probate laws so as to
insure, in a measure, against contest
of wills by providlnglfor their flllog

with the probate court when the
wills are drawn and for an examina-
tion of the testator and even of the
will Itself, if there be no objection,
so that the court may straighten out
in advance any difficulties that might
otherwise arise later. Such a law
could hardly be so drawn as to entire-
ly obviate contests of wills, but there
is no doubt but that much could be
done to relieve the courts and tbe
people of much shameful and expen-

sive litigation.
The other matier relates to the

transfer of real estate. It is proposed
to apply the Torrens title system to
cities having a population of more
than one hundred thousand inhab-
itants. When the convenience and
satisfaction of this system has once
been experienced it will be demanded
by 'mailer Cities anil will be gradually
extended to country district as In

Massachusetts and Minnesota. Thai
a people who have made such

a.s we have In material prog- -

re-- i should tolerate a system of con

veyancing -- o slow, complicated,
expend ve. annoying and abominable i

past, .belief. The Torrens
system has been In use in some pans
uf the world as long as two huddred
years It has been tried in tle states
of this country and In no place whore

it has been tried would the people

ihlk of suing back the cli system

Uwr pur:;p ai.a lit U-;c- ca.-- .e

The only thing that has ver stood io

the way of tbe tteneral iatrocusttcn
of the Torrens svitem is the initial
expense of stnlgbtenlng up nd

passing npon title. Real tsinte
holdings can. be made almost as flex-

ible ss cenJSc-tte- of stock, and this
without Interfering in tbe least with
present theories of lenures.

THE COCHRAN E!LL

Reprosentative Cochran, of Mis-

souri, a member of the committee on

coinage, weights and measures, is

preparing a currency bill to be oSTcred

as a substitute for tbe much talked of

Fowler banking bill. Tbe details
are not ret fully worked out, but in
an Interview Mr Cochran has Bald

that his bill will provide for deposit
with the secretary of the treasury by

banks wishing to Issue notes, national,
sta'e, and municipal, bonds equal to
fifty per ynt of their capital. Such
a plan, while much to be preferred to
the Fowler bill, is doubtless satis-

factory to Mr. Cochran only as being
the best that can be hoped for under
existing circumstances. It would
contribute an element of flexibility
to the volume of circulation an end
to be desired but as a of aaj
real, fundamental difficulties It

defective and is to be looked
upr n as a make shift. It Is not of.c.-- i

that truth lies in extremes, but In

this particular cmj the people must
sooner or later And that the govern-

ment will have either to get into the
banking business or get out of it.
The recommendation of the president
that tho "burden of furnishing a
circulating medium bhou'iu be UiOnii
upon t ha batiFs" li a.s f; '

man who has drugged his braia with
the fallacies of protectionist npulj.
Icaniem. Such circulating medium
will not circulate unless the govern
ment becomes Itseudorser a position
In which tho government hns mud
to lose and nothing to gain. K the
government must endorse for the
banks It might as well bs In the
banking business Itself.

JUDGE GANTT FOR GOVERNOR,

The Kansas City Star is booming
Judge Gantt for governor in 1904.
Few men in the stale stand higirtr
with his party than Judge Gantt . Tils

party record 18 faultless, his ability is
everywhere recognized, he Is popular,
he Is allied with no embarrassing
fictloos. But if Judge Gaott realty
wants to be governor of M'nouri be
must shake off the ''Star's cumbv.v.n
weight It is conceivable that some
good man might be nominated ata1
elected governor of Ibis state who en
joyed the friendship and approval of
Col. Bill Pheips or Lee Merriweati.sr.
one might even win the race In spite
of the active encouragement of Little
Lonnie; but with the Kansas (My
Star for a backer, he might a well
consider himself hobbled, hamstrung,
broken backed, and tethred to a tree
from the" vr outset. Without ut-
terly scorning the Star's support and
even charging conspiracy In the Star's
friend-hi- p, even so 'good a man fis

Judge Gantt would have a hard time
qualifying to enter the raw. Start
right, Judge Gantt, If you wih to be
governor.

"NOBILIW
The Crown Princess of Saxony, a

mother of live children, has run away
from her home, family, aDd the suc
cession on the grounl that her hus
band Is a "drunken, immoral beast."
The prince replies with the charge
that she has run away to 'join ber
French master with whom her rela
tions have hithertu been scandalous.
And this all suggests that if the
social and political svstems of Europe
with its feudal orders and its state
church were b own to atoms with
dynamite tomorrow and society re
constructed upon a modern bals, the
world would be better oil. Thre is
not now and there never has been any
real nobility except among those who
do the world's work and assume the
world's responsibilities.

"Hkwc'it It be, it si i nis o i it

"Tin only oolili! to Ixi H'cmd.
Kind hearts art" than ewoni'ts.

And simple failh thai' ;iiriaaii lilinal.

So wrote Tenny-c.i- i befre he sold
hit soul for a laurciti-slii- and a
btro-ietc- hik! furcs.vnre l lie f.tlih
of his youth

Marshall Is rejoleinr over Its new
MU-iour- i Ivc ti" rtnpt, vlih-- from
the rn:wspapT dt script ions must be
a very limi '-

-i m" : f : a e.i i f i ii.ti
size. Tne depot iiest,i n for Li'Xtng-to- n

Is In aUnit Lue Hint st.ne as the
Kansas Cil v itiinai'oii upon the sinie
subject, ll'ppiy the ii.ieivsi with
in is ill .stly t,!' .t,ca'J.i...

GARY C! TRUSTS.

'r..i" t.. " " "si i

ret-tsU- istervU-we- l E'btrt
II. Gary, who, more tbaa ay otLer
one man, U responsible for the organ I

ration of the steel trust. He qr.es-tloif-H

him close'y upon the the
the limitations nd the dan

gers of great industrial combines
Mr. Gary was decidedly optimistic.
lie said that the steel trust had p .id

better month after month and bad
Improved Its operating methods con-stn'- i.

He id he saw oo dangers
threatening In renly to repeated
and persistent inquiries upon this
matter he finally admitted that there
was one dhnger ahead. He said:

"Only one. It Is a cry for a change
in the tariff. For many years my

mind wan opn on the tariff, but I
have become a firm believer In pro-

tection. That is the only cloud on

our horizon."
Hoi Mr. Roosevelt tells a differ

ent story. He says that tariff reduc
tlon would serve the purpose of de
stroying the competitors of the trus's,
thereby accruing to the benefit of the

Mr. Gary says it would de
stroy the trusts. Between the two
what becomes of tha notion that In

lustrial combinations are designed to
reduce operating expenses? Mr.
Rirfxu-velt'- s prediction Is based upon
this theory. Mr. Gary's statemeut
Ik as much as au admission that the
!!i" ry is u.d that the object of
such combinations is to maintain a

monopoly price In the home market
hile selling at a compoti'ive price

In foreign markets.

THE TERRITORIES.

Beveridge's recommendation and
hill for the admission of Oklahoma
find Iudlau Ten it ry as a single t t;.uc
n iiiiout, as coarsH work as Col. Kerens
fusion HhL.e Merri wither. Every,
hod;- know? that thj Uulted States
h:is t'ea'i h solemnly made with the
Indian tribes of the territory, which
ctintiOt be obviated lor yeirs in all
picbctl'.ity for a quarter ofa cen-tur-

S.ime of the tribes arc willing
now to Etrremlrr 'heir trec-t- righto
ind others could probably be bought
off, but some of tbero will hold out
until stronger prcsure thin any now
iu sight cau be brought to bear. The
truth is, Beveridge does not want any
of tbe territories admitted. He is
fralti that they are democratic and

that their admission would mean
more demacratlc United States sena-
tors. Beveridge could doubtless readily
seethe advisability of dividing Mon-

tana Into two or three states.

THE NESBIT LAW.
" The Jefferson club, of St. Louis,
hns anointed a committee of thirty- -

tive members to bear and codify

objections to the present
Nesbit election law with a view to
.ugcabiiig amendments at tbe

session of tbe legislature,
The Nesbit law is not perfect in its
pisictical operatlou. No election law
Is so. But certainly there is no
similar law more fair In intent than
this one as it now stands. Up to this
tiuia., the objections; filed against it
relate only to petty working details
None of the violent criticisms in
duiged in during tbe campaign find
place in the recommendations of tbe
conservative republicans who have
suggested tbe changes desired- - by
their party. In fact the suggestions
of Finkelnberg and Gilliam seem
entirely reasonable and as desirable
to democrats as to republicans, being
lo the interest of bopest elections
and honest registration.

The state legislature will meet
January 7 and one of the first mat
ters of Interest will be the election of
a president pro tem of the seuate.
Thomas L Ruby, of La Plata; E. B.
Fields, of Browning; Ernest Martin,
of Marshall; and the present incum-
bent, Frank Farrls.will be among the
candidates. The se'cctlon of any of
these other gentlemen in the place of
Karris would-doubtles- s be satisfactory-
to the great majority of democrats.
Certainly no one who has the good of
the party of tbe s'ake at heart wants
to have anything to do with Farris.

President Roo-cve- has been in-

vited by the stock men of Montana to
pai'tljipaie in their mountain lion
'drive." Tht se gentlemen are acting

upon a iiil.iappre!ieoion. Mr. Roose-

velt is ereat on beats and trusts but
hN mettle as a iion driver has never
In en tested. A man can't l e god at
evervthlng.

Guy ton and Harrington, of Lath-ru-

Mo,, have ;i contract to furnish
70.000 mules vviiiiin sixty davs to
ri slock liner fani.s This will mean
Unit over 10,000,000 of foreign gold
will be put lo ciicu'alioii in this state
at once- -

T':e gain ard live stoJr exports efj

23-w- r Lived la l Wcrlao"'11m-n- 'tj 2fv 31T'I
114,000,000 Theinert la" ex" I

' A?4rt fro? 0t?rt
Whatever be the cae, M.Jport cf manufactured goods more! may

Tbel Review of Review, there u EOthai Uliace-- d thh amount.
the fact that Mrfarm'price, of the product, of tbe HaW.

accession to the haj ocproduct! were determmed by fair
d less Ur than many pouUcal

since farmers are too
numerous to form truste. Tbe prxes f1' of leH P.' Mr. Gladstone W em in the pub-we- n
of the matured goods exported

Week dayS-an-
d Sundays he

40 per cent lower abroad
alwtys doiEg and some--sayingAmericans bare to pay for the ame.

which afforded material for

to the staUstlcs care- -

fully made by Consul General A. D
Barlow at the .lv of Mpi.i.
000,000 has be n invested by Ameri-- .
can companies and Individuals In i

Mexican business enterprises within
the past five years. These figures in-

clude on'y the Investments of 1,117

large concerns and omits all smaller
firms and iudividual investments.

From tbe Pulpit,

as safe as the Individuals composing I

it. Rov. P. Barr.

If ons love God as the Master bids be
can grasp erery bund offered in tbe
same love. Rev. Dr. Byrd.
' Tbe man who continues downward
onlv accelerates his own monument
and return becomes more and more
difficult. Rev. J. C. Smith.

Christ emancipated tbesoulfrom tbe
Ibralom of self and sin, and supplied
na with energy for victory by girding
as with miht of deathless hope. Rev.
J. D. Freenan.

is good to feel the heart beat'...stronger io antcipatton of some obi?ci: ,
when that ubi"Ct embraces not alone
our little selves but tbe great good ol't, mf

. Roberts. The delusion was so com- -
thai, after opening the

the spirit of honor and righteous- - 6ation at the dinner he carried
m-s- is not present im.jng men wo can
..otexpec: thehwsio woik well, for
the fundamental thing is the kind of
men behind the laws. Rt. P. j

Tbe church is strouger y than
ever before, and what gives the cburch
its present power is the fact that it has '

prove'i to be the greatest agency under
God for the elevation of the race
K. v. C. J. Hall.

A inun may be great in many senses,
but he can not be great in tbe best i

senso unless be recognizes somewhat of
tbe divine in pis owu life and regards
bmrsolf as being led by the Almigbtj.

Rov'. Dr. Wngley. j

Itiswelltolive lor but be I

bo lives his best for to-da- y lives alsol
lor eternity. Heredity is a fact that....... .. ... . .

;

leiiLUfcH luruifir I nan w r hinir Ai'hm.
tiuQ father sends his religion down to
gouerations Rev, Dr. Burrell.

If tbe cburcb of Jesus Christ ever
does the work which her divine Lord
has asked ber to do, sbe must close op
her ranks. A church divided into seots
and is not the cburcb
which be organized. Rev. Dr. narlan.

It is a good thing ' for both capital
and labor tbat tbe whole country is

'

tittle chilly. Conscience is being Btirrod, !

new laws will be enacted, both capiiul
and labor will see their mutual rela- -

lions more clearly Rev. Dr. Mo- -

Collestor.

What men need to make them Chrts-- .

tlani is not to be better convinced of
Christian truth, but lo fall in love witb
Christian life. The world Is not read-

ing the Bible much, it is reading
tbe lives of those who profess te be-

lieve it. Rev. P. finch.

Whether we stay where we are or
move out into some new sphere, we
must be prepared to make any sacrifice
that duty demands. Where conscience,
duty,-- Christ calls, follow. Cost what it

the
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performer always in the glre of the
footlights, whether in oflke or out
it. Lord Salisbury lived in compara-

tive seclusion. If he did not direct
the affairs of a world-wid-e empire
from a bemitage, he governed it from
Hatfield, and often for weeks ha

t,;,ot tr
the purpose of meeting the
matic representatives of powers
at the foreign office.

The Cecils are a world tmto them-

selves and if Lord Salisbury not
be exactly said to be one cf those
world forgetting mortal by the world
forgot, he lived lives apart. Of
late his memory has failed him,
not for facts so much as for
and all manner of odd stories are cur-

rent as to the mistakes which he made
owing to bis inability to distinguish
between individuals.

On one occasion a worthy wine

fireek end m a familv nartv at Hat- -
,u i t r i

ueiu, saiu io nave Deen misiaicenAt. .v T j

D;s astonished guest off into the
nbrary insisted learning
from his uninstructed lips exactly
what he thought of the campaign in

"Tell me," so the story goes,
"tell me," he said to the flattered
but bewildered'wine merchant, "what
3'0U really think of the war in South

Will Lord Kitchener make
as great mess it as all our other
generals?"

The good man rose to the situation,
and was rewarded by being anxiously
asked by the prime minister what he
would do' if he were in South Africa
at that moment. It was not until the

T 7,8Ware of the reason the strange
, . . .

haa shown for his omnion unon mil- -
itary tactics.

On another occasion he is eaid to
have asked who that remarkably in-

telligent young man was with whom
he had just been transacting business.
"It is one of your private secretaries,"
was the reply. When a man forgets
the, face of a private secretary and
confounds wine merchants with conr
.manders-in-chi- ef it is not surprising
that he should find the time hadcome
or nis departure.

OLD PARISIAN BOOKSELLER.

One of the Most Popular Tenders cf
'

. .. Rare Booka It No More.
One of tbe most popular, as well as

most .erudite Paris of Tare
books, M. Porquet, has died, at an ad-

vanced age, at his rooms in the At
enue de l'Opera, whither he retired
when he gave up his remarkable shop
on the Quai Voltaire. The deceased,
ays the London Telegraph, su

perintended in his time sales of such
libraries as those of the de
Behange, the Marnuis de Gamay,
the Baron de la Roche Lacarelle ann1
M. Li? Tkurinnn - ft a

Fined for Dancing.

At Ltiehow, in German 12.0
have liecn fined one mark

for allowing their children un-
der ten years of age to dance at the
harvest festival of village near
The village pastor objected to the
dancing and reported the case to the

It was discovered, however,
that hi children had danced too, and
he wa lined with the rel.

may, there must be no "w ?i T ,
o; r . ,w U, SLrX t

h !t
put to use. Alsop. pmsftM.ui, p

, years a single assistant,
Make it first business to be I who was a specialist like hinibelf. This

right, to live according to all tbe com-- 1 was Amade, who was well known to
mantlments of God, and the question of rnnj' booklovers, and with whom the
material good will settle itsolf naturaly.

' Due d'Aumale never failed to shake
The laws of God have to do with tbe hands when he looked into the shop
body, as well as soul, and make on the Quai Voltaire. M. Porquet
work as truly a religous duty as ma(e B good deal of out of his
er. Hev. Dr. Raymond. sales. His only recreation after he

shut up his shop was to go to the
Wonder why the Post-Dispnt- Comedic Fnmcaise to witness of

docs not prosecute some of its repor- - the classical plays, for he abhorred the
ters, who cook up "news" to suit romanticists and the realists. The
their own views? Tbat paper recently old hookucller had presented the
published interviews witb Frank Comedie with a very rare edition of
Farris and George le, members of Moliere, published in 1CCG. I nre-th- e

stale seuute, both very abusive of turn lie was allowed a permanent free
Win. j. Sume. These genilt in n scat in the leading playhouse
d tiotineti interviews as fsK-- .

ami they to o.
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A REMARKABLE JACaDW.

aal tixtct C's. "

'Thcti-- h by voTztczi z-
- i jari-daw- g

go. the remarkable bird hiciv

, has just died at the Atgel, Eiiatoa,
'

says the London Tc!egrah, hd Lit
a considerable reputation dtirlrj t

'
nearly 11 years cf its association witi

' mankind, and the original pur:hsfl
price of 18 pence which wa3 paid bj

i its owner, iir. Thomas Beck, eomt
ten years ago, was but a fraction cf it

' valu? at the time cf its dci'h. T.Tc.
derful intelligence ir.d no less scr--'

prising originality cf behavior were-
the characteristics of Jack, who wta

i a favorite with all in the Brixton dl.
triot, though his roaming habiti had

j made him not unfamiliar in other
parts of the metropolis. In his very

j early and irresponsible youth Jack
I
'

was a mischievous daw, but after hi
first owner, a little schoolboy, had soil
him to Mr. Beck his manners j

j more sedate, though they tcve
lacked variety, the consquence being
that scores of
6tories are extant cf the bird's feat
and his remarkable intelligence ami
memory. His first home was a pri--

; vale house at Clapham, but after he
i became an inmate seven jean rgo of

the Angel, at the corner of Lcngh--j
borough road, he took a more crcd--
ed view of life, until his exploits bs--J
came of almost world-wid- e fame, for

! among those who have been' tn pay
i him a visit have been a large number

of Americana and Australians, who,
'

seeing, have coveted the sprightly
bird.

I Jack's first flight from home was
when he sailed to the roof of a house,
opposite the AngeL Tie returned
safely to the call of his rnnster, but
this ere'ir?!"? eviden'v p? him
confidence, and theiH;ctonvi'rd it w?.s
his practice to leave and return to Us
home wherever the Fpirit moved him.
In his restless moods it was his habit
to alight on the tram curs and 'buses
which passed his door and journey
with the conductors to such places as
the Elephant and Castle Yfestmifl.-- ,
ster, Blackfriars bridge end Strcat-ha-

Another favorite resoi t of this
strange bird was the pcliee station,
whence, after favorirg the consta-
bles with his company forun hour or
two, he would lavc for home on a
tram car. like the independent citi-

zen he was. These hnbii rr. tho
. general friendliness he displayed to-

ward those who heated him kindly
; made the jackdaw an immense fa-

vorite in the neighborhood, and the
'

news of his sudden death brought
i great sorrow to his master tird mis-

tress, as well as to his many admirers,
j Jack led u very systematic life. First

and foremost he was the confident
and 'personal friend of his owner,

i whom he followed about the huusa
' and regarded with remarkable fidel-- !

ity. An original genius, Jack seemed
the roosting places of ordinary mem-- (
bers of his species, and chose as his
perch the neck of a wme bottle rest-

ing in a basket on the bar counter.
Settled here he sleepily
said "Good-night- " in his own bird

i language to his. master, but he was
the first up in the morning, and sig-

nified the same by regularly rapping
at Mr. Beck's bedroom door. Iiaving
superintended his master' tubbing
operations, Jack invariably hepped
down to the bar, and, standing in the
basin under the water tap, waited till
he received a ' refreshing : shower.
This was his daily Lath, which he
never neglected. " '' -

At the time of his death Jack was
molting, and the day before he died
he took two baths, the suggestion
being that he was trying to alleviate
the tiresome irritation which accom-
panied his annual feather shedding.
Whether thns had anything to do
with his death is' not known, but the
next morning Jack was found dead
underneath his extemporized perch.
The sharp-witte- d jackdaw, who was

j friendly with all who behaved prop
erly toward lum, never forgot a foe,
and would unerringly recognize and
attack persons vho'hr.d
him. He'was a clever trickster, and
a joke lie sometimes enjoyed was liv-

ing off with the small change of
unobservant customers. Still, he
never made an enemy. Jack will be
stuffed and be repiesented as perch-
ing on the bottle, his grasp of
lie relinquished when death took him.

The Most Valuable Book.

The most valuable work in exist
ence is said to be a copv of the Koran
mow trensured in ihr':.!,.!,,,,,,,!
"ity of Peisin. The
''"vers. !) ir, by four inches, lire
ofsolid gold nn eigbtth of an inch
'hiek, while precious nor.es, set in
symbolic designs figure in the center
and at each of the corners. The hock
is written upon pf..uhmer.t, and this
part of the work iu valued at .tUV
Ut)Q.


